
NASHVILLE — Opponents of
abortion had a huge victory in
November. By changing the state
constitution, they overturned a
court ruling that fourteen years
ago had nullified mandatory coun-
selling and waiting periods and
strict clinic regulations.

After a hard-fought campaign
that included more than $5.5 mil-
lion spent on dueling television
advertisements and other efforts,
Tennessee voters passed
Amendment 1 with 53 percent
voting in favor.

That success, 14 years in the
making, was the state’s top news
story of 2014 as voted on by
reporters and editors of The
Associated Press, AP member
newspapers and broadcast sub-
scribers.

Knoxville News Sentinel Editor
Jack McElroy wrote that the
abortion amendment got his vote
for top story because it “sets the
stage for more big stories for
years to come as the state debates
how to regulate abortion.”

In fact, more stories came
almost immediately as a group of
abortion-rights supporters chal-
lenged the election results in
court. The case currently is 
pending in U.S. District Court in
Nashville. But that hasn’t deterred
lawmakers from introducing new
abortion restrictions.

Less than two weeks after the
election, and more than two 
months before the legislative ses-
sion, Rep. Rick Womick filed a
bill that would require women
seeking abortions to undergo an
ultrasound between one and three
days before the procedure.

The Rockvale Republican said
his concern was to “fully inform
the mother of what she is doing.”

More moderate Republicans
have said their priorities are to re-
establish the restrictions that were
struck down by a Tennessee
Supreme Court ruling in 2000.
Those restrictions required man-
datory counselling, a waiting period
and stricter clinic regulations.

James Clark, editor of the 
McMinnville paper the Southern
Standard, had a different reason
for picking the abortion story that
included a scandal surrounding
the city’s congressman.

“Politically speaking, few
things are as scary as the reli-
gious right wanting to inflict its
moral superiority on everyone
else. Then when it hits close to
home, such as Rep. Scott 
DesJarlais, they urge their preg-
nant mistress to have an abor-
tion,” he wrote.

The conservative, anti-abortion
Republican won re-election in
November despite admitting to
the conduct Clark describes.

Gov. Bill Haslam’s Tennessee
Promise was a close second for
the top story of 2014. The pro-
gram gives the state’s graduating
high school seniors free tuition to
Tennessee’s two-year community
colleges and colleges of applied
technology.

About 58,000 of Tennessee’s
roughly 62,000 high school seniors
applied for the free tuition, but
Mike Krause, who oversees the
program, said he expects actual
enrollment to be between 12,000
and 13,000 students.

Haslam announced the initia-
tive as a way to help boost the
number of Tennesseans with two-
and four-year degrees from 33
percent to 55 percent. Under the
program, students who choose to

attend a four-year school after
graduation will be able to do so as
juniors.

Richard V. Stevens, editor and
general manager at The Leaf-
Chronicle in Clarksville, chose
the Tennessee Promise as the top

news story, writing, “Making an
unprecedented commitment to
community college and technical
education will improve
Tennessee’s workforce and ulti-
mately our economy.”

Also among the top stories of

the year was the arrest of two
men accused of murdering Holly
Bobo, the 20-year-old nursing stu-
dent who disappeared from her
rural West Tennessee home in
April 2011. Despite a massive
search effort, her remains were
not recovered until this past
September when a pair of gin-
seng hunters accidentally stum-
bled across them.

Producer/anchor Tom Britt at
WBBJ-TV in Jackson said, “Holly
Bobo’s kidnapping was a story
that touched the hearts of every
parent in the state.”
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A look at the 
car used by 
the suspects

BRIEFLY/POLICE
■ Suspects sought

The Elizabethton Wal-Mart
filed a report with city police
Dec. 2 about the theft of sev-
eral items that occurred Dec. 1
at approximately 2:10 a.m.,
police said.

A male and female entered
the store and were observed
selecting clothing, a flat-
screen TV and assorted bed-
ding items. The female then
exited the store and moves a
small four-door car, blue or
purple in color, to the front
doors.

The male then pushed the
cart of merchandise past all points of sale and out the exit door,
where he loaded it into the vehicle. The value of the items was in
excess of $600. Anyone with information can call the Elizabethton
Police Department at 542-4141 or Crime Stoppers at 542-7574.

■ Drinking, shooting
An accidental shooting overnight sent one drinking buddy to the

hospital with a foot wound and another to jail on reckless endan-
germent charges, Johnson City Police Department investigators
said.

Police said officers responded to a reported
shooting at 3 a.m. Wednesday in an apartment
at 883 W. Main St.

Officers were told John Upshaw, 43, and his
neighbor were drinking and reminiscing about
their military service when Upshaw began
handling a Smith and Wesson .40-caliber pistol
owned by the victim, who was not named in a
press release.

While considering purchasing the gun, it dis-
charged in Upshaw’s hands, striking the victim
in the right foot.

The victim was taken to Johnson City
Medical Center for treatment, and Upshaw was charged with
reckless endangerment and booked into the Washington County
Detention Center, where he was held on $10,000 bond.

Upshaw is scheduled to appear in Sessions Court on Monday for
arraignment.

■ Forgery charge
Johnson City police charged a city man Tuesday with forging a

$1,700 check he cashed at a local bank branch.
Jeremy A. Messer, 22, 2533 Cherokee Road,

was arrested after the incident at the SunTrust
Bank branch at 410 Roy Martin Road in Gray.

Police said Messer went into the bank about
12:30 p.m. and cashed a check for $1,723. After
the check was passed, the bank determined
the check had been altered. The check was
originally made out to a business in Piney
Flats, but it had been altered to show Messer
as the payee.

Police found Messer at his residence and
charged him with forgery and theft over
$1,000.

He was jailed in the Washington County Detention Center on
$2,000 bond and arraigned Wednesday in Sessions Court.

From staff reports

Contributed/Elizabethton Police Department

A look at the two suspects 
in the case from one of the 
security cameras at the 
Elizabethton Wal-Mart

Upshaw

Messer

NASHVILLE — Dozens of cus-
tomers at a Nashville community
Kmart got a pleasant holiday sur-
prise.

The manager of the Donelson
store told WKRN-TV (http://bit.
ly/1tgObaD) that about 70 people
showed up at the store to find out
their layaways were paid for by
strangers.

Clare Halvorsen and her hus-
band came to the store to pay off
the remaining $150 balance on
gifts for their grandchildren, only

to discover that a woman she’d
never met had already taken care
of it.

The Halvorsens said the benev-
olence renewed their faith in
humanity.

“I am just so excited that this
happened to me. I told my hus-
band it was like winning the lot-
tery,” said Clare Halvorsen. 
“There are angels among us.”

The Kmart manager said this is
the third or fourth year this has
happened at the store, but that
this year people paid for about 30
percent more gifts than before.

Strangers pay off customers’ layaways
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Abortion amendment fight tops list
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gary B. Gray/Johnson City Press

Pastor Paul Becker of Concordia Lutheran Church in Kingsport speaks at Johnson City’s
Westminster Presbyterian Church along with 11 area pastors during one of the rallies
held in favor of Amendment 1 before the it was approved by state voters in November.

THE LIST

Here are the top Tennessee stories of 2014, as selected in voting by
subscribers and staff of The Associated Press:

1 — Tennessee voters amend the state constitution to make it easier 
for lawmakers to restrict abortions. The amendment, approved by 53 
percent of voters, nullifies a Tennessee Supreme Court ruling that said 
abortion was protected by the state constitution. 

2 — Lawmakers approve Gov. Bill Haslam’s plan to offer graduating 
high school seniors free tuition to the community colleges. About 
58,000 of Tennessee’s 62,000 high school seniors apply, although offi-
cials expect only about 13,000 to actually enroll.  

3 — Three years after she goes missing, two men are charged with the 
kidnapping and murder of Holly Bobo. The nursing student was 20 years 
old when she disappeared from her West Tennessee home in April 
2011. Her remains were not found until last September.

4 — The truck stop chain owned by Gov. Bill Haslam and Cleveland 
Browns owner Jimmy Haslam agrees to pay a $92 million penalty for 
cheating customers out of rebates and discounts. In return, federal 
attorneys agree not to prosecute Pilot Flying J as long as the company 
meets certain conditions. 

5 (tie) — United Auto Workers narrowly loses a union vote at the 
Volkswagen plant in Chattanooga. But the German automaker later 
adopts a new labor policy that grants the union access to plant facilities 
and meetings with management. 

5 (tie) — Dozens of communities approve wine sales in supermarkets 
after the Legislature budges on allowing public votes.

7 — The 6th U.S. District Court of Appeals upholds Tennessee’s ban 
on gay marriage along with restrictions in three other states. The ruling 
runs counter to a string of victories for the gay rights movement and sets 
up a likely showdown in the U.S. Supreme Court. 

8 — Three Democratic Tennessee Supreme Court justices withstand a 
conservative effort to oust them in retention elections.

9 — A Nashville youth detention center sees a mass breakout by 32 
teens followed by riots on the grounds and another breakout by 13
teens, all in the same month.

10 (tie) — Legendary journalist and civil rights leader John Seigenthaler 
dies. He edited The Tennessean newspaper, helped shape USA Today 
and worked for civil rights during the John F. Kennedy administration. 
Later, he founded the First Amendment Center at Vanderbilt with a mis-
sion to create a national dialogue around First Amendment issues.

10 (tie) — Former Tennessee Sen. Howard Baker dies. He became 
known during the Watergate hearings for asking then-President Richard 
Nixon: “What did the president know and when did he know it?” By the 
time Nixon resigned in 1974, Baker was a household name with a repu-
tation for fairness and smarts that stuck throughout a long political 
career.

The Associated Press
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Attack of the zebra mussels
 
Officials look for 
public’s help in 
stopping destruc
tive species in 
Cherokee Lake 
By JEFF BOBO 
NET News Service 

MORRISTOWN — State offi
cials are asking area boaters to 
help stop the spread of a destruc
tive mussel species that was dis
covered in Cherokee Lake for the 
first time last month. 

Zebra mussels have made their 
way into Cherokee Lake, threat
ening to disrupt the lake’s eco
system and clog the lake with 
harmful and unsightly mussel 
colonies. 

In November, an angler fishing 
near the TWRA boat ramp at 
Olen Marshall Bridge in Bean 
Station discovered what he 
believed to be zebra mussels. 

He contacted the TWRA office, 
and biologists were able to posi
tively identify them and verify 
that there were more in the lake. 

Originally brought to North 
America in international shipping 
ballast water from Eurasia, zebra 
mussels were discovered in the 
Great Lakes in 1988 and have 
spread rapidly throughout the 
connected waterways, eventually 

Contributed 

Zebra mussels clog the housing of a propeller. 

making their way to Northeast 
Tennessee. 

The rapidly reproducing mus
sels can have serious environ
mental, economic and recre
ational impacts on Tennessee’s 
reservoirs. 

Zebra mussels consume consid
erable amounts of beneficial 
microscopic organisms, resulting 
in less food for larval and juve-

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS’ TOP 10 TENNESSEE STORIES IN 2014 

nile fishes that support native 
fisheries and native freshwater 
mussels. 

The fast multiplying zebra mus
sels attach and colonize on hard 
surfaces such as docks, break 
walls, boat hulls, engine out-
drives, water intake structures 
used for power and municipal 
water treatment plants and even 
native freshwater mussels. 

They also make swimming and 
other water recreation hazardous 
because of their sharp edges. 

Zebra mussels have also been 
discovered in nearby Norris Lake, 
prompting TWRA to encourage 
TVA to keep the lake level as low 
as possible to hopefully dry many 
of them out. 

TWRA is also in the process of 
posting signs at Norris and 
Cherokee to notify boaters of how 
to slow the spread of zebra mus
sels by reminding them to “Clean, 
Drain and Dry” their vessels 
before traveling from one lake to 
another. 

“The TWRA can only do so 
much to stop the spread of zebra 
mussels,” said TWRA Region IV 
Fisheries Coordinator Bart 
Carter. “The majority of the 
responsibility lies with the angling 
and boating public to be diligent 
in taking steps to control their 
spread.” 

The TWRA recommends sev
eral steps to curb the spread of 
zebra mussels, including: 

■ Inspect the boat, trailer and 
all equipment and remove any 
visible vegetation or organisms. 

■ Pull boat plugs and drain live 
wells prior to leaving the water 
body. 

■ Flush engine with fresh, clean 
water. 

■ Dry boat and equipment for 5 
days before launching into 
another water body. 
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