CHEM 2020 – Organic Chemistry

Text:			John McMurry:  Organic Chemistry, 7th Ed.

Brief Course 	The list of topics to be covered is given below (not necessarily in the order shown):

Description:	
· Overview of nuclear magnetic resonance and its utility 
· Using 1H and 13C spectra for structure determinations
· Conjugated unsaturation – allylic substitution, alkadiene stabilities
· Diels-Alder reactions involving dienes
· Chemistry of aromatic compounds
· Concept of aromaticity
· Electrophilic aromatic reactions
· Aromatic substituent effects on reactivity and selectivity
· Nucleophilic aromatic substitution
· Chemical reactions, preparation, and properties of alcohols and phenols
· Chemical reactions, preparation, and properties of ethers and epoxides
· Chemical reactions, preparation, and properties of aldehydes and 	ketones
· Nucleophilic addition to carbonyl groups
· Aldol reactions
· Keto-enol tautomerization
· Carboxylic acids and nitriles – properties, preparations, and reactions
· Reactions of -dicarbonyl compounds
· Enolate ion reactivities
· Michael addition reactions
· Claisen condensations
· Amines and heterocycles – properties, preparations, and reactions

Exams and Grading:	Exams in this course will reflect problems given in the text and practice exams.

			NOTE:  Due to the brevity of the course, there will be NO MAKE-UP exams.
Each exam will be worth 100 points. Grades will then be calculated based upon the sum of the point totals. A maximum of 400 points are available for this course.  The final course average will be calculated as follows:
Final course average = ∑points earned ÷ 400  x 100%
The scale below will be used to assign final letter grades.
			
	A   =
	91 – 100%
	B-  =
	75 – 78%
	D+ =
	59 – 62%

	A-  =
	87 – 90%
	C+ =
	71 – 74%
	D   =
	55 – 58%

	B+ =
	83 – 86%
	C   =
	67 – 70%
	F   =
	54% and less

	B   =
	79 – 82%
	C-  =
	63 – 66%
	
	



We reserve the right to lower this scale as appropriate, but will not raise it.

Class attendance	There is a direct correlation between class attendance and how well a student 
[bookmark: _GoBack]and exams:  	does in the course.  Some absences are unavoidable, but every effort should be made to attend class regularly because inevitably everything covered in lecture will show up on the exams in one form or another.  See:  ETSU Class Attendance Policy .

Communications:	It is your responsibility to be pro-active in this course and to be up to date with exam schedules, lectures, documentation, etc.   All formal course communications will be carried out using D2L and email.  Announcements, study guides, practice exams, answer keys, etc. will be posted on the course D2L website. 

A Word to the Wise:	Please keep up with the material. It accumulates relentlessly and is used to develop subsequent concepts.  Thus you must develop a stable foundation and letting things slide is unwise.  As the term progresses and other demands on your time increase, catch-up will become harder to accomplish.  Furthermore, it is likely that many of the concepts in the course will become clear only after you have cogitated about them for a while. This digestion period is critical and hence the need for time. So please don’t wait until the last minute to “learn”. Regular study each day is preferred to an all-nighter.

	Write, write, and write again. We cannot overemphasize the importance of writing. Simply listening to the lecture, or reading your text is not enough. It is easy to convince yourself that you understand the material, when in reality you do not.  We have all done this, and you should be alert to such.  If you choose to follow this advice, you will begin to note that expressing your knowledge of the subject indeed requires its understanding. To reach that level you must practice writing. Also, don’t skim over the problems.  Work them out completely on paper, just as you will need to do for an examination. Quite often, with the problem before you on paper, other viewpoints presents themselves, and then learning begins.  This is critical as the course progresses. 

	Network with your classmates, if at all possible.  If you want to study alone, well that’s ok.  Being able to explain something to others is a sign of insight and understanding.  It might be advisable if each member of the group agrees to work a few problems and explains the solutions to the rest of the group.  More problems can be worked and each person has ample opportunity to discuss and debate. The group as a whole will be able to work a larger number of problems. If you choose to form groups, it is crucial for all members of the group to do their fair share.  One reason often responsible for group breakdown is that one or two people do all the work and the rest just piggy-back.  Avoid this from happening. 
	
	Make the most of the resources available to you. We are here to help you learn. So, come talk to us.  If the course does not seem to be going well, please get help right away. Our chances of rescuing you are better the more lead-time we have. 

Stay involved and keep a positive attitude. Perseverance will be an important key to success. Yes, it is a hard course but, no, it is not impossible.
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