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MSEC Identified these five (5) societal problems to be tracked:  
 

1) Nutrition / Physical Activity,  
2) Education / Health Literacy / Poverty,  
3) Substance abuse (includes tobacco, opioids, alcohol, illicit drugs, and prescription medications),  
4) Family and Interpersonal Violence,  
5) Health Disparities / Discrimination (Cultural Competence/access to care) 

 
 

Keyword Query based on faculty identification of courses covering these topics and General Term / Keyword 
Query across all courses 
 

Additional Terms:  Cultural Competence, Domestic Violence, Disparities, Nutrition / Nutrition Sciences, Societal Aspects, Substance 
Abuse,  
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Societal Needs (Knowledge and understanding of societal needs and demands on health care) + Keystone and CEI - Primary Care Panel) 
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Outcomes from AAMC GQ: 
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Societal Problems / Resources by Dr. R. McGowen:  

Potential sources to use for identifying what to focus on in Quillen curriculum 

1. State and regional concerns 

Tennessee State Health Plan 2014               http://tennessee.gov/assets/entities/hsda/attachments/2014_State_Health_Plan_FINAL.pdf 

4 Priorities:  Page 8 

Tobacco 
Obesity 
Physical Inactivity 
Substance use 

 
2. Societal Problems with most significant medical consequences  

 
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=198357 
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa073350 
 
A. Healthy People 2020 Leading Health Indicators 

Access to Health Services 
Clinical Preventive Services 
Environmental Quality 
Injury and Violence 
Maternal, Infant, and Child Health 
Mental Health 
Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity 
Oral Health 
Reproductive and Sexual Health 
Social Determinants (see also below)  
Substance Abuse 
Tobacco 
  

B. General description of social determinants of health  (how social conditions impact individual health) 
  http://www.commissiononhealth.org/WhatDrivesHealth.aspx  

Resources to meet daily needs (e.g., safe housing and local food markets) 
Educational, economic, and job opportunities 
Poverty 
Access to health care services (cost of care/ insurance/distribution of providers, etc.) 
Availability of community-based resources in support of community living and opportunities for recreational and 
leisure-time activities 
Early childhood adversity (child abuse, poverty, lack of nurturance and stability, community violence, etc) 
Transportation options 
Public safety 
Social support 
Social norms and attitudes (e.g., discrimination, racism, and distrust of government 
Race and ethnicity 

  

http://tennessee.gov/assets/entities/hsda/attachments/2014_State_Health_Plan_FINAL.pdf
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=198357
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa073350
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Access-to-Health-Services
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Clinical-Preventive-Services
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Environmental-Quality
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Injury-and-Violence
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Maternal-Infant-and-Child-Health
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Mental-Health
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Nutrition-Physical-Activity-and-Obesity
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Oral-Health
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Reproductive-and-Sexual-Health
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Social-Determinants
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Substance-Abuse
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/leading-health-indicators/2020-lhi-topics/Tobacco
http://www.commissiononhealth.org/WhatDrivesHealth.aspx
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3. Consensus of Medical educators 
A. AAMC Curriculum Content reports 

Domestic Violence https://www.aamc.org/initiatives/cir/406462/06a.html 
B. GQ Topics 

Specific topics dropped—examples given in question 13 (educating the community)  
a. HIV-Aids;  
b. Obesity;  
c. Tobacco;  
d. Breast cancer awareness; 
e.  Family violence; rape reporting;  
f. Health disparities; 
g.  Cultural competence;  
h. Underserved populations 

C. STFM 
           http://blog.stfm.org/2015/02/11/intimate-partner-violence-an-educational-priority/ 
           Intimate Partner Violence 

D. Military Medicine 

                 https://www.usuhs.edu/sites/default/files/media/curriculum/pdf/lcme_update_11_-faculty-          aug_15.pdf 

Obesity 
Sexual Trauma  
Tobacco Abuse 
Traumatic Brain Injury/Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (TBI/PTSD) 
Pain Management 

 
E. Social Issues in Medicine tracks at other medical schools: 

 
Health care costs/Access  
Disparities/Diversity concerns 
Underserved populations 
Social determinants; 

   Poverty 
   Health Literacy    

Violence 
Housing/ Homelessness 

 
4. QCOM Institutional educational Objectives and mission 

The above topics could connect to our objectives in mission in numerous ways; it might help to look for how to address overall 
curriculum development with the issues we select. 
  health disparities  

prevention  
health promotion  
population health 
health advocacy  
ethics related to social justice 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.aamc.org/initiatives/cir/406462/06a.html
http://blog.stfm.org/2015/02/11/intimate-partner-violence-an-educational-priority/
https://www.usuhs.edu/sites/default/files/media/curriculum/pdf/lcme_update_11_-faculty-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20aug_15.pdf

