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Section I: Overview

Program Information

Institution Name: East Tennessee State University
	Name:				degree title
Designation:			enter degree designation initials (i.e., BA, PhD)
Proposed CIP Code and Title:	code (title)
CIP code Definition:
Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) codes:  SOC codes listed may include those not explicitly crosswalked to the proposed CIP, but justification regarding alignment must be provided. If crosswalked SOC codes are removed from the listing for the proposed program, justification should also be provided
SOC Definition:

Academic Program Liaison (APL) Name and Contact Information:	

Kimberly McCorkle
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academics 
P.O. Box 70733
Johnson City, TN 37614
(423) 439-4811
mccorklek@etsu.edu

Proposed Implementation Date: 

The proposed implementation date should provide a realistic estimate of when the program will have gone through all the approval steps, including institutional governing board and Commission approval, and be ready to enroll students.

Delegation Criteria Alignment

For campuses seeking to utilize the delegated approval process, a separate file demonstrating alignment to all criteria must be provided. Campuses should identify a geographic focus area and utilize that same geographic focus area for all analysis. Campuses proposing Fully Online programs (as defined by THEC) should utilize state level data for demonstrating delegation criteria alignment but should provide local and regional data for the purposes of the Feasibility Section (Section III) of the LON. 
High-priority field: Provide evidence that the proposed program aligns to high-priority fields as identified by the THEC Supply and Demand Report, 1 priority sectors aligned to TNWorks, by the O*NET Bright Outlook listing, or state research priorities. 
Immediate or projected unmet labor market need: Provide evidence that the proposed program and its aligned SOC codes have faster than average projected growth for the next 5-10 years and/or have a projected growth of 5% or greater over the same time period (utilizing O*NET and/or JobsEQ). 
Median starting salaries at or above the living wage: Provide the median salary associated with the proposed SOC code(s) using O*NET. If more than one SOC code is listed, an average of all median salaries should be calculated. Additionally, list the living wage calculation for the institution’s region and/or metropolitan area utilizing the Living Wage Calculator (LINK). 
For universities, program curriculum must contain less than 50 percent new content: A signed form from the institutional accreditation liaison should be provided that attests that the proposed degree program consists of less than 50% new content in alignment with content guidelines provided by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC).

Section II: Background

Purpose and Nature of the Proposed Academic Program 

Provide an overview of the program including a short description of the academic program, total semester credit hours and a brief breakdown of curricular requirements, target audience (including any transfer considerations), purpose, delivery method aligned to current THEC definitions, delivery location, and any other pertinent information.

Alignment with State Master Plan and Institutional Mission

Succinctly explain how the proposed academic program specifically aligns with both the THEC State Master Plan and institutional mission statement or profile..

Institutional Capacity to Deliver the Proposed Academic Program

Briefly address how the proposed program will impact the overall capacity of the institution, including potential lost enrollment to other majors/programs, collaborative agreements between departments, etc.

Existing Programs Offered at Public and Private Tennessee Institutions

List all academic programs with the same or similar CIP code offered at public and private higher education institutions in Tennessee along with degrees awarded for the last three years of available data. Be sure to consider THEC’s statutory responsibility to avoid unnecessary duplication, and include a short narrative regarding the distinctiveness of the proposed offering.

Accreditation

· If the proposed program has a programmatic accrediting agency, please describe plans, timeline, and any other information required to obtain accreditation (for example: required faculty ratios, student retention rates, and/or placement).
· If no programmatic accreditation is applicable, provide a timeline for the anticipated program review for Quality Assurance Funding (QAF).

Section III: Feasibility Study


· Provide evidence of a local and regional workforce need for the proposed program. Evidence should include anticipated job openings, labor market analysis, and workforce projections for at least five years after the proposed implementation of the program. Data provided should reflect demand for graduates at the degree level of the proposed program. If similar academic programs exist, how is the local and regional need/demand for the proposed academic program being met by these institutions?


· Provide an assessment of the statewide and national employment opportunities for graduates from the proposed program. Evidence can include the number of anticipated job openings, an employer needs assessment, labor market analysis, and workforce projections. Projections should be for the first three years for associate and certificate programs, five years for undergraduate and master’s programs, or seven years for doctoral programs. Suggested resources include the THEC Supply and Demand Report and the Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Outlook Handbook.

· For programs seeking to utilize the delegated approval process: Overlap between the delegation criteria alignment file and the feasibility section is likely. Campuses may utilize the same information so long as it answers all prompts fully.

Artificial Intelligence Disclosure (If Applicable)

Any content that is substantially generated, drafted, or edited using Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools must include a clear disclosure statement. 
The disclosure should:
· Identify the AI tool used (e.g. Microsoft CoPilot, Chat GPT). 
· Describe the nature of the AI’s contribution (e.g. summarization, drafting, formatting) 
· Affirm that the content has been reviewed and approved by a human prior to submission.
· Example disclosure statement: “This document includes content generated with the assistance of artificial intelligence (AI) tools. All AI-assisted content has been reviewed and approved by institutional personnel.”
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