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University of Chicago Leads the Way for Academic
Freedom

Cctober 1, 2015

By Aleister at [wiess e o

Greg Lukianoff of The FIRE recently wrote an op-ed in the Huffington Post which is worth a
read. It focuses on academic freedom at the University of Chicago.

Every University in the Country Should Adopt the University
of Chicago’s Academic Freedom Statement

¢ Though far from over, 2015 may be remembered as a year when free speech and
academic freedom on campus took center stage. From the months-long Title 1X
2 “inquisition” waged against Northwestern professor Laura Kipnis, to students in Utah
. and Texas being confinad to tiny “free speach zones,” to the University of California’s
Orwellian "Statement of Principles Against Intolerance,” to the rise of campus trends
. like the policing of micro-aggressions and trigger warnings, students, professors,
alumni, 2nd even our president are wondering aloud if cur campuses have lost their
I oway.

Therefore, | am pleased to announce that today, my organization, the Foundation for

Individual Rights in Education (FIRE), has officially launched a national campaign asking

colleges and universities to adopt the free expression statement authored by the
Committee en Freedom of Expression at the University of Chicago earlier this year,
FIRE endorsed the statement back in January and has written hundreds of faculty
¢ members, students, and student journalists at institutions rationwide encouraging
thern te do the same. Since then, USA Today, The New York Daily News, and others
. have endorsed the statement, while earlier this summer, the American Council of
Trustees and Alumni sent a letter to mare than 19,000 college and university trustees,
urging college governing boards to endorse similar statements,

FIRE writes in our press release about our new campaign:

Momentum behind the statement's widespread adoprion is growing,
¢ Princeton University and Purdue University adopted the core values of the
statement into thelr own policies earlier this year. Earlier this month, Johns
Hopkins University anncunced a new academic freedom policy embracing the
i spirit of the Chicago statement, and faculty at American University endorsed a
similar set of principies in a faculty senate resolution. Last Thursday, the
general faculty of Winston-Salem State University in North Carolina endorsed
the Chicago principles, bringing the staterment to its first historically black
: college or university.
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FIRE's Latest

FCC Commissioner: College Campuse
Prime Example of Where Free Speech
Most Threatened

February 16, 2016

Missouri Lawmakers Threaten to
Withhold Mizzou Funding over Studei
Protests

February 16, 2016

House judiciary Committee Sends
Follow-Up Letter to Unresponsive ‘Re:
Light' Public Colleges and Universities

February 15, 2016

Get Tickets or Watch Live! Intelligence
Squared U.S, Hosting Campus Free
Speech Debate at Yale

Felrutary 15, 2016

Cleveland State Adopts New Campus
Speech Policy, Shows Why It's a ‘Gree
Light’ School

February 15, 2016

Barred from Adams State, Former
Faculty Member Sues over an Utter
Lack of Due Process

February 13, 2016

BREAKING: Fired Mount St. Mary's
University Professors Reinstated

Felbruary 12, 2016
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